Helping People

One Drop At A Time

Field Report From India
June 12, 2006

Dear Friends,

It is our last night in India and we pause to reflect on our last week
here. It was a busy one. The village health fair on Monday was post-
poned until next week but the rest of the days were full of activity.

We went to a school on Tuesday to donate two water filters and they
made it such a special event complete with singing and dancing and of
course the mandatory speeches.

On Wednesday we went to the village of Chilapanahalli to kick off the first
“Adopt A Village” program that was sponsored by the Rotary Club of
North Haven. This includes a donation of 50 water filters to the neediest
families. It also includes a paid community steward who lives in the vil-
lage and is trained as a Bio Sand water filter technician who will help the
families with the filter operations for one year. It also includes a donation
of water filters for the school and the child center, a bar of soap for each
student, and education about basic sanitation issues.

Chilapanahalli was selected by a government rural development officer,
Ibrahim Padbidri, as one of the neediest villages in the area. The BPL
(below poverty level) in India is 11,000 rupees a year (approximately
$240). More than % of these village families live on half that amount per
year!

It was truly a gale event. The entire workshop staff except one who
stayed behind as a watchman were there as well as many Rotarians,
Ram’s son from Bangalore and co-brother and sister in law who came
from Mysore, our friend Haroon, local dignitaries and a big crowd of villag-
ers. They actually had invitations printed and delivered them to important
people in the area. We started off with puja (prayer) in the ashram and
began the program on the terrace of the ashram. There were speeches
and entertainment. A singer and his troop that we have hired for special
events involving children sang songs about water, sanitation and health
issues and put on skits for the crowd. The crowning moment was hand-
ing out user’'s manuals to the 50 women whose families were selected to
receive filters. It was a moving moment for all of us. They were ex-
tremely grateful for the donated filters and it brought Cathy to tears when
one older woman grasped her hands and kissed them.

On Thursday night the workshop staff’'s families came to meet us. Noth-
ing can be simple here in India, and this was no exception. There was a
banner decorated with hundreds of flowers, a specially decorated cake
(that we fed to each other like at a wedding!), singing, speeches, and pic-
tures taken of each staff person with their families. We were presented
with a fancy trophy and silver tea cups. Afterwards there was food, cake
and tea. It was a special night for us.
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U.S. dollars go a long way
in India.....for example:

Adopt A Family; $ 25
{Donation of one water filter to a needy

family who is unable to purchase a filter)
Adopt A School: $ 100
{Donation of two water filters to a school
accoempanied by a clean water education
program)

Adopt A Village Partnership: $ 2,500
{Dronation of up to 60 filters to a needy

village, subsidy of up to 30 filters

purchased by villagers, soap & educa-

tional program for village children,

community steward for one year)
Make Checks Payable to:

South Asia Pure Water Initiative, Inc.
2832 Whitney Avenue,
Hamden CT 06518 USA



Earlier on Thursday four teachers from the local government school sys-
tem came to the work shop with a proposition. They want us to donate
water filters to all of the schools in the district. We asked for more infor-
mation and agreed to meet them at one of the schools the following day
where a water filter is already in use. The more we thought about it the
more excited we became at the prospect of giving filtered water to so
many children.

The water at the schools would be used for drinking and cooking. The
government supplies a mid-day nutritious meal to each student. For
some of them it is the only meal they get.

On Friday we went to a school in Kolar for what we thought was a simple
meeting with the school officials. It turned out to be a real “program”. All
300+ students were sitting outside in the shade of a giant “Flame of the
Forest” tree. We were ushered to a head table and there were speeches
made. Three of the students also sang a special song. We were pre-
sented with a letter of request from the school officials; there are 411
schools, each with approximately 300 students, so this program would
help over 120,000 children. We are hoping that one of the Rotary clubs in
the United States might want to participate in a Rotary matching grant to
make this dream come true.

On Friday night we attended the Rotary Club of Kolar Central weekly
meeting as their speakers. We showed a power point presentation about
the Bio Sand water filters. There were several wives and children in at-
tendance as well and they were interested in the program and asked
good questions. There was an India dinner served afterwards (eaten
standing up or sitting temporarily in chairs) so there was some time to
socialize with the group afterwards. They seem like wonderful peo-
ple. We are happy we had the opportunity to meet the members of the
other Rotary Club in town.

On Saturday we said a tearful good bye to the staff and we are now back
in Bangalore, packed and ready for our 3:30am taxi ride to the air-
port. We have accomplished a lot but we are both more than ready to
return home right now.

Thank you for your interest and support!

Cathy and Mike

CONTACT US

South Asia Pure Water Initiative, Inc.
2832 Whitney Ave.

Hamden, CT 06518 USA

Phone: 203-281-0747

Email: info@SAPWIl.org

Web: SAPWIl.org

Co-Founders
Mike Lipman

Cathy Forsberg

Cs\veetwate

FILTERKS

M
Taste The Healthy Difference




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


